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PICS & 

HOLOGY 


NACHIKETA 


Young and virtuous, Nachiketa and Satyakama had one thing in 
common - they sought true knowledge. The song of birds, the 
thunder of rain clouds, and the glow of the morning sun revealed 
life's secrets to Satyakama. Coming face to face with the lord of 
death, Nachiketa found the key to immortality. The lessons the two 
seekers learned were priceless, for they opened to others the door to 
eternal bliss. 
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NACHIKETA 


/ * 


7 / 


it 




THOUSANDS OF YEARS A60, THERE LIVED A SA6E CALLED 
VAJASHRAUA. HE HAD A SON MANED NACHIKETA. 


UTTLE NACHIKETA USED TO NATCH 
1 uia FATHER PERFORM YAJMAS* 




ONE DIN WHEN NACHIKETA NAS 
EIGHT YEARS OLD — VTT 



* pipp QArpjpirp 
























































WCHIKETA WENT to A 6iia u» „ , 
and TAUSHtmu Jy****XUA 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SOM IS EAGER 
TO STUDY. 

I MUST NOT 
DELAY HIS 
INITIATION. 


=0 N . IT IS NOW 
time FOR YOU TO 
GO TO A MASTER 
TO RECEIVE 
INSTRUCTION. 


NACHIKETA 




THERE IS NO OLD 
A6E OR SICKNESS 
IN HEAVEN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A DEB? HAD 6R0WN QUITE POND OF 
NAChUKETA AND USED TO FOLLOW HIM 
WHENEVER HE WENT OUT TO GATHER 
PREWOOD. I- 





^ WHy ARE YOU > 
SO LAZY TODAY, LITTLE 
ONE ? COME,6ET UP. IT'S 
T/ME TO 00 AND FETCH 
FIREWOOD. 


ONE DA Y 


lAU 








THERE IS NO 
LIFE LEFT 

IN HIM. 
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NACHIKETA 







FINALLY, HE TURNED TV H/S 
6URU FOR AN ANSWER 70 
THE QUESTION THAT WAS 
TROUBUNS HIM. 


IT IS A DIFFICULT 
QUESTION, MY SON. EACH 
ONE MUST DISCOVER THE 
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HOW CAN I FIND AN 
ANSWER TO THIS 
QUESTION ? THERE 
MUST BE A WAY* 
































































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



TO NACHJKETA ’$ 6URU , 


TIME LATER. MJASHRAVA SENT A 


OF COURSE, NACHIKETA > 
NAN 60 WITH YOU. HE WILL 

. BE OF HELP TO A 

HIS REVERED FATHER. 


SAGE VAJASHRAVA IS 1 
GONJG TO PERFORM THE 
VISHVAJIT SACRIFICE. 

^ PLEASE ALLOW NACHI- 
UETA TO GO HOME./ 


THANK YOU 
SIR. 


ON THE WM HOME 


WHAT 61 
VISHVAJIT 


IT IS ONE OF THE GREATEST OF 
SACRIFICES, FOR THE ONE WHO 
PERFORMS IT, (GIVES AWAY EVERY 

V THING he possesses, yl 


F OR OUR HERMITAGE TO 
YOUR FATHER’S GIFTS 


6 


NACHIKETA 



WHEN NACHIKETA REACHED HOME 


YOU ARE JUST IN TIME,MY 
SON. HELP MY DISCJP-ES 
BRING IN THE , 
COWS. 


i 

A ^ F. " “ 

i | • A 

SPf s ES, W 

^ L father.,'^1 

f 

wk 


Let 



f I I 

[1 








OH, GOD! WHAT A POOR OFFERING 
THIS IS! THESE COWS ARE SICK 
AND OLD, IDO WEAK TO GIVE 

MILK- 



BY GIVING X 

AWAY THESE PATHETIC \ 
COWS, FATHER WILL 
SURELY GO TO THE DARK 
] WORLD OF THE 
\ JOVLESS. 


Ik 


L. 




m 
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IflMVMH* 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT WHAT CAN 
MY POOR FATHER 
DO? THIS IS ALL 
HE POSSESSES! k 


BUT I,TOO, BELONG 

TO MV FATHER. I AM 
HALE AND HEARTY 
' AND I CAN BE OF SOME 
USE. BY OFFERING 

MYSELF, I CAN SAVE 
MY FATHER. 
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NACHIKETA 


nach/keta asked the SAME QUESTION 




RECEIVING HO ANSWER, NACHIKETA 
REPEATED HIS QUESTION FOR THE THIRD 

\ I WILL GIVE 'OU TO 
V YAMA, THE GOD OF 

DEATH I 



DO NOT 
GRI EVE. t 


THE SA6E REGRETTED HIS AN6RV WORDS 
IMMEDIATELY. y - ^ 

O MY SON! WHAT HAVE 1 
I DONE P NC 


LEAVE 


DON 


ME 


T 


TO 


THE 


ABODE 


OF 


i 


DEATH 




FATHER 


IT 


MEN OF OLD HAVE PASSED 

AWAY AND THOSE OF DAYS 
TO COME WILL ALSO PASS | 
AWAY. LET ME GO WITH 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ON ARRIV/N6 AT YAMA’S * 
ABODE >NACH!KETA 
WAITED OUTSIDE FOR 
THREE DAYS Wf 
FOOD. 
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NACHIKETA 


DID NO ONE 
RECEIVE VOU AND 

of per you 

FOOD? 



THEN A VO/CE WAS HEARD, 

hope and ex pectations , 

SACRIFICES AND 600D 
DEEDS ARE ALL 
SNATCHED AWAY FROM HIM 
iCuo DOES NOT OFFER 
HOSPITALITY TO A 
BRAHM ANA. 


HOW CAN 
I ATONE? 




FINALLY, V 'AMA FOUND A WAY OUT 



SINCE >CHJ HAVE 
COME AS A (SUEST AND 
HAVE RECEIVED NO 

hospitality FOR thre 
r DAYS, YOU MAY 






















































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


6RANT MY FATHER 
PEACE OF MIND 

AND MAKE HIM 
CHEERFUL. THIS IS 
THE FIRST BOON 
I CHOOSE. 



HE SHALL HAVE 
IT. HE WILL 6REET 
VOU CHEERFULLY I 
WHEN HE SEES 
VOU RELEASED 
FROM THE JAWS OF! 

DEATH. 




| WILL DO SO 

6LADLY. x 
HENCEFORTH SUCH 
I A SACRIFICE WILL 
BE KNOWN AS THE 
NACHIKETA 
SACRIFICE. . 


IN HEAVEN THERE IS NO 
HUNGER, THIRST,OLD 
AGE OR DEATH. TEACH ME 
THE SACRIFICE BY THE 
PERFORMANCE OF WHICH 
NO HUNGER AND 
THIRST WILL BE 
FELT. 
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yAMA BECAME THOUGHTFUL 


I HAD NOT EXPECTED SUCH A 
QUESTION FROM SO Y0UN6 A 
SOY. LET ME TEST HIM. 




NACHIKETA 



EVEN THE SODS ARE NOT 
CERTAIN ABOUT THIS. IT IS 
NOT EASILY UNDER¬ 
STOOD . ASK FOR 
k. SOMETHIN© ELSE. ^ 


/ WHO ELSE CAN 
MAKE IT UNDER¬ 
STANDABLE BUT VOU, 
WHO PRESIDE OVER 
DEATH ? PLEASE 
INSTRUCT ME. 




f NACHIKETA , ASK FOR 
CATTLE, ELEPHANTS , 


©OLD anj ca A DID 



LOOK AT THESE 
LOVELV MAIDENS. TAKE 
THEM WITH YOU.THEY WILL 
SIN© AND DANCE FOR 
VOU. BUT DON'T ASK 
ME ABOUT LIFE AFTER, 
■ DEATH. 


I AM NOT 
INTERESTED IN THINGS 
THAT BRING MOMENTARY 
HAPPINESS. I WANT THAT 
WHICH WILL BRIN© EVER¬ 
LASTING BLISS. I DO 
NOT CHOOSE ANY 
OTHER SOON. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THIS BOY HAS 
STEADFAST FAITH AND 
IS FEEE FROM TEMPTA 
TION. SINCE HE IS SO 
WORTHY, I WILL - 
INSTRUCT HIM 1 
FURTHER. jXB 



NACHIKETA, TWO PATHS ARE 
OPEN 10 MEN .THE WISE 
TAKE THE 600D PATH 
l AND REALISE THE 



NACHIKETA 


YAM A PROCEEDED TO TEACH NACHIKETA 
THE NATURE OF THE SELF. 




THE INTELLECT IS TO THE SELF WHAT THE 
DR/VER IS TO THE MASTER OF THE 


^ CHARIOT. 




THE SELF 15 DIFFERENT FROM 


ORGANS , TOO, WHICH ARE LIKE THE HORSES 
THAT PULL THE CHARIOT. 






















































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


“ MEN ARE PULLED IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS By THE SENSE OR&ANS 


BY THE EAR- 


BY THE EYE 


THIS SWEET 
MUSIC WON’ 
ALLOW ME TO 
MEDITATE. 




THIS IS 
DELICIOUS! 


"AND BY THE SKIN. 

f AH • IT IS \ 
I, SO COLD I 
\ HERE! / 


NACHIKETA 


“JUST AS THE HORSES ARE HELP /a/ CHECH BY 





SIMILARLY, THE 




MAN WHO CANNOT 1 
CONTROL THE SENS- 
WON’T REACH 
H/S SQAL. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





THUS TAMA EXPLAINED WE NATURE OF THE SELF. 


THE SELF IS NEVER BORN, NOR 
DOES IT DIE-" WHEN ALL DESIRES 

HAVE BEEN ©IVEN UP, MAN BECOMES 
IMMORTAL AND EVEN IN THIS WORLD 
HE REALISES BRAHMAN.* 




ONE DAN, A BOY OF E/SHT YEARS APPROACHED 
THE SAGE. 



TELL ME,CHILD, 
TO WHICH FAMILY I 
DO YOU BELON63 




I DON’T KNOW TO 
WHICH FAMILY I BEUDNS 
NOR DOES MY MOTHER. 

I HAVE NO FATHER,SIR. 
MY MOTHER,JABALA, 

HAS ASKED ME TO CALL j 
MYSELF*feATyAKAMA I 
JABALA” PLEASE TAKE | 
, ME AS YOUR J 
v DISCIPLE. HJN 
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A MAR CHITRA KATHA 



HE WHO SPEAKS THE 
TRUTH WITHOUTFEAR 
OR HESITATION IS A 
BRAHMANA. 




■ i 


IT 


M 


r 







SIR, I WAN T TO 
EXPEDIENCE BRAHMAN- 
T HE SUPREME REALITY, 


SATVAKAMA, I ACCEPT M 
AS MV DISCIPLE. WHAT 
&CAu HAVE >CU SET 
k. POR VOURSELP? 


'HE MASTER BECAME THOUGHTFUL. 

TH'5 CHILD IS 
TRUTHFUL AND 
SINCERE. ‘ 
I WILL HE.P I 
H:M IN ACHIEV- ' 

’NS HI5 60Au. I 




NACHIKETA 


THE MASTER TOOKHJM TO the CATTLE-PEN. 


***v 0 


THERE ARE FOUR HUNDRED 



/ ODWS AND BULLS HERE.TAKE 
_ ( THEM TO A DISTANT FOREST. 



^3 COME BACK ONLY WHEN 



£-"\ THEY ARE FAT AND HEALTHY / 

/I WILL \ 


\ AND NUMBER OVER A / 

OBEY AT ; 


THOUSAND. 


ONCE. 


wm 


'A 

A 




Mm 




r ttSft 



I TOLD THE GURU THAT I WANT TO 
EXPERIENCE BRAHMAN. I WONDER 


SA7WAMA LEFT WITH THE CATTLE. 


wa#W/N6 APTERA WHILE 


BUTSATVAKAMA 


HOW PEACEFUL IT IS HEI 
AND EVERYWHERE I LOO 
I SEE THE BEAUTY OF 
NATURE! THE SUN, WE 
SKY, THE RIVER ,THE TRE 
v THE FLOWERS •• 




Lv. w. 

mm* ft i/ Hr^v t K 







VJ/rf 4 • I 






























































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




HE TOOK GOOD CARE OF THE CATTLE . 





1 


Si? p REPAR/NO TO RETURN i 

thato *e calf me, 

MtSStMe . HE SEARCHED EVERYWHERE^, 

h~RTK, SOUTH, EAST AA/O WEST. 




NACHIKETA 





THAT ’5 TRUE ! WHY SEARCH FOR 

HIM ? HE IS PRESENT EVERY - 
WHERE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




THE NEXT MORN/NG WHEN THE SUN NOSE 






HOW LUMINOUS 
IS THE SUN ! WHO 
MAKES IT SHINE, 
WONDER ? 


rr*v< 


<ln 


A CM/AM C/V/A/G RY THLO HIM THP Ahl&WPP 



BRAHMAN IS IN THE SUN, 
IN THE MOON, IN THE / 
LI6HTNIN© AND IN / 
THE P/RE. 


NACHIKETA 



_ ^__ 

SATVAKAMA STOOP ST/LL AS NEW THOUGHTS PLOODED MS M/A/D. 



WHEN 3AT/AHAMA REACHED THE 

FOREST-SCHOOL - 


SATYAKAMA, 
VOU ©LOW LIKE ONE 
WHO HAS ATTAINED 
KNOWLEDGE OP 
BRAHMAN. HOW DID 

HAPPEN? . 


\ 



SATVAKAMA described h.s 

EXPERIENCE. |- 



BUT KNOWLEDGE IMPARTED gy 
THE TEACHER HELPS THE MOST 
TTAININS ONE'S SOAL. 


GAUTAMA THEN IMPARTED THE 
SACRED KNOHLED6E TO HIS OBSERVING 

DISCIPLE, WHO LATER BECAME A GREAT EASE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE DEI/AS, THE CELESTIAL BEINGS, HAD ALL THE COMFORTS 
THEY COULD ASP/RE FOR AA/D LED A LIFE OF PLEASURE. 


i 



HERE IN HEAVEN 
WE ARE FREE FRO. 
HUNGER, THIRST, 
OLD AGE AND 
DEATH.VET 
WHY AREN’T 
WE HAPPY? 


IT’S TRUE. WE 
SEEM TO HAVE 
EVERYTHING, VET 
E FEEL THE LACK 
OF SOME- 

TUI K l/C 



NACHIKETA 


UNLIKE THEJR BROTHERS IN HEAVEN, THE MAN A VAS—MEN ON EARTH- 
70 HARD LIFE. 




* GOOD HARVEST! 
OUR FUTURE IS 


I --—--j 

! ON NO ACCOUNT WOULD THEY PART 
IN/7H WHAT THEY HAD SAINED . 




GO AWAY, 

YOU WICKED BIRD. 
STEALING MV 
IN! 



DESPITE ALL THE RICHES THEY HAD EARNED AND STORED AWAY, t*£> , TOO, 
£ FAR FROM HAPPY. 


US 

approach 

PRAJAPATI, 
OUR FATHER, 

FOR 

GUIDANCE. 




















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



r 


3UT THE A5URAS, TOO, WERE OVERCOME 


ALTHOUGH WE 
POWERFUL AND 
FEARED BY ALL , 
‘ RE NOT HAPPY 



THEDEVAS, the MANAVAS AND the A5URA5 PRATED TO LORD PRAJAPATL 

0 FATHER, TELL US WHAT 
WE SHOULD DO TO ACHIEVE 
CONTENTMENT AND 



NACHIKETA 




EVERYONE WAS PERPLEXED 



THEY ALL LEFT FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE HOMES TO PONDER OVER 


I THINK IT IS THE FIRST 
SYLLABLE OF A SECRET 
WORD WHICH WILL 
TELL US WHAT TO DO. 



ON RE TORN/NO 7V THEIR CELESTIAL WORLD, THE DEVAS WERE ABOU T TO 

Resume their life of pleasure— 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ALL THE DEVA6 PUT ASIDE THEIR PLEASURES 
I THEM THEY BE6AN TO PRACTISE SELF - 
CONTROL AND EXPERIENCED A SATIS¬ 
FACTION NEVER KNOWN BEFORE. 


THE MANAVAS HAD ALSO 60NE BACK TO 
THEIR NOR/C. 


r 


A3 

Si'f- v-r 


THOSE BIRDS A6AIN! THEY 
k PLUNDER OUR ©RAIN. WE SHOULD 
SET RID OF THEM ONCE AND 




THE AN6RY MAN WAS ABOUT TC 
C L!\'6 A STONE AT THE BIRDS 
WHEN— ■ 


/ 



| ’VE SOT IT* 
DA 'MEANS 

. “DATTA'. 


THE FATHER \ t 
WANTS US TO &IVE \ * 

HOARD. 



MEN 8E6AN TO PRACTISE CHARITY. 



HOW RI6HT 
YOU ARE! ; 


ONLY NOW DO I REALII 
THAT THERE IS JOY IN 
v _ GIVING. 


NACHIKETA 


WHEN THE ASURAS WERE ABOUT TV RESUME THEIR ACTIVITIES 

WaitT “da” 

MEAN 5 





TO REMIND PEOPLE OF THE THREE CARDINAL VIRTUES, SELF-CONTROL, CH AR/Ty' 
AND COMPASSION, IT THUNDERS NOW AND A6AIN — 


























































































































































